The hydrogen atoms were located by difference Fourier syntheses. The 3-alkoxypyridinols 1a-d were prepared using our previously reported procedure [3, 4] .
Analytical data for all new compounds
For typical procedures see main manuscript.
2-Phenyl-6-(trifluoromethyl)pyridine-3,4-diol (2d)
According to the typical procedure, pyridine 1d (279 mg, 1.04 mmol) and BBr 3 (1 M in CH 2 Cl 2 , 3.12 mL, 3.12 mmol) in dichloromethane (5 mL) provided the crude product.
Column chromatography (silica gel, hexane/ethyl acetate = 4:1) afforded 248 mg (94%) of 2d as a colourless solid, mp 144-146 °C.
2-Phenyl-6-(trifluoromethyl)pyridine-3,4-diol (2d): 
